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The new Governor was Captain Robert Fitzroy, R.N., a well-
meaning and honourable gentleman, courageous and deter-
mined, but by no means competent to deal with the great
difficulties confronting him on every side. His very first act,
the settlement of the Wairau affair, as the affray with Captain
Wakefield's force was called, made him hated by large
numbers of the colonists, over whom he was appointed to
rule. Having received the reports of Spain, the ' Protector of
the Aborigines,1 and of Bishop Selwyn and other missionaries,
he went down to the Wellington district and held a conference
with Rauparaha. The old chief spoke long and eloquently in
defence of his action, and during his oration Captain Fitzroy
sat scribbling notes on a sheet of paper. Then he rose and
said that he thought the Englishmen had been to blame, that
they had been the aggressors, that they had not been justified
in firing upon the natives, that the New Zealand Company
had no claim to the land, and that in consequence no punish-
ment would be exacted from the chief or tribe. This decision
was received with great satisfaction by the Maoris throughout
New Zealand, but called forth a torrent of abuse upon the
Governor's head from people who thought he had betrayed
his race and destroyed tie prestige of the British Government.
The last assertion was not wholly unjustified. The tribes in
the Wellington district became puffed up with pride and
audacious against the colonists in their neighbourhood, break-
ing out into spasmodic warfare, which for many years was
* cause of great trouble and danger to the colonists.

Captain Fitzroy's next achievement did not increase his
popularity with his own countrymen. There was a great
dispute raging as to the native rights over the Taranaki
district, which had been bought and colonized under the-
administration of Colonel Wakefield The original. inhabi-
tants of this territory had been enslaved and carried away
by the Waikato tribe, leaving the land deserted at the time
of its purchase by the New Zealand Company. But by the
influence of the missionaries the Waikato chiefs had been